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It’s an exciting time to be working in 
entrepreneurship at Iowa State University. 

Students are engaged, startups are flourishing, 
and everyone on campus is caught up in the 

Start Something movement. 

Global recognition for decades of commitment to fostering an 
entrepreneurial mindset within our university community has elevated 

entrepreneurship coursework and programming to a level I hadn’t previously imagined. 

The Iowa State Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship team delivers high-quality, award-winning 
programs and entrepreneur-focused mentoring. They work tirelessly to engage students, staff, faculty, 

partners, community members, and alumni, all to fulfill John Pappajohn’s vision and his challenge to us 
nearly 30 years ago – create more entrepreneurs in Iowa! 

In April 2023, the entrepreneurial community was saddened to learn of John Pappajohn’s passing, 
not long after his sweet wife, Mary, passed in March 2022. To say John Pappajohn left a legacy in 
this state and on our campus would be an enormous understatement. John is the reason for our 

existence. We will be forever grateful for his vision, gifts, leadership, and inspiration. I personally miss 
John very much but carry his positive mental attitude with me as we continue to instill a culture of 

entrepreneurship and innovation at Iowa State. 

To the many entrepreneurs we serve, thank you for stepping out of your comfort zone to pursue 
entrepreneurship and for allowing us to support you in your journey. We are proud of your persistence, 

success, and involvement in our programs. 

To the many partners, service providers, and alumni who engage in our programs, thank you! You are 
a vitally important extension of our team, and we appreciate the time you give to support 

entrepreneurs, mentor founders, advise startups, and share your resources. 

Thank you to our university leaders for lifting up and helping us celebrate everything entrepreneurship 
at Iowa State! Your unwavering support and advocacy are appreciated greatly. 

Please enjoy our 2023 impact report, which features many of our programs. If you see an opportunity to 
get involved, please reach out. We are STARTING SOMETHING every day at Iowa State! 

Warmly, 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
// PICTURED
Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship team 
members accept GCEC award
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RECOGNITION AND AWARDS

// PICTURED
Alex Andrade, Judi Eyles, 
and Megan Graettinger 
accept GCEC award

David Spalding, Raisbeck Endowed Dean of the 
Debbie and Jerry Ivy College of Business, likes 
to say, “We have the best darn entrepreneurship 
center on the planet!” We love the accolades, and 
Dean Spalding isn’t far off course. 

It’s always great when good work and positive 
impact is rewarded. We are proud to highlight 
the numerous awards Iowa State University has 
received over the past few years. Recognition not 
only validates our mission, but we hope it serves 
as a great recruiting tool for prospective students 
and startup founders.

The Princeton Review® (2021-2024)
Out of nearly 300 institutions reporting data, Iowa 
State was recognized as the 
#12 Top Undergraduate Entrepreneurship Program 
in the country by the Princeton Review®.
2024 | #12 in the country

2023 | #11 in the country

2022 | #11 in the country

2021 | #11 in the country

2023|AMERICAS

ENTREPRENEURIAL 
UNIVERSITY
OF THE YEAR

Winner

ACEEU Triple E Entrepreneurial University of the 
Year - Americas (2023)
This global award recognizes excellence 
in incorporating entrepreneurial initiatives 
throughout the university and prioritizing 
entrepreneurship and engagement in higher 
education. Presented by the Accreditation Council 
for Entrepreneurial and Engaged Universities 
(ACEEU) in Barcelona, Spain, June 2023.

Nasdaq Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence 
(2022)
The Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship 
Centers (GCEC) announced the Iowa State 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship as 
the winner of the 2022 NASDAQ Center for 
Entrepreneurial Excellence Award. The award 
represents the highest honor that a university 
entrepreneurship center can receive by GCEC 
and recognizes the unique achievements and 
outstanding efforts of entrepreneurship centers 
across the world. 
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USASBE University Accelerator Award (2024) 
The center’s CYstarters student accelerator 
program was awarded the U.S. Association for 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship’s (USASBE) 
Model University Accelerator/Incubator Award in 
January 2024. The award recognizes recognizes 
collegiate programs that empower young 
entrepreneurs to transform their ideas into viable 
and scalable businesses.

USASBE Model Program Award (2021)
The United States Association for Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship (USASBE) awarded Iowa 
State the 2021 USASBE Model Program Award, 
the highest of the organization’s four prestigious 
annual Excellence in Entrepreneurship Education 
Awards. The award recognizes colleges and 
universities that provide comprehensive, bold, 
high-quality educational programs that train future 
generations of entrepreneurs.

Iowa State University Team Awards (2023)
The Pappajohn Center’s experiential programs 
team was recognized in the spring by the 
Professional and Scientific Council with a CYtation 
Team Award and again in the fall at the university 
awards ceremony with the inaugural Impact 
on Student Success Award for outstanding 
achievements by professional staff and faculty 
who have sustained impact on undergraduate 
student success, inside or outside the classroom. 

Professional Association Accolades (2023)
The Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship was 
recognized as “Highly Commended” or runner-
up in the category of Exceptional Activities in 
Entrepreneurship Across Disciplines at the Global 
Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers (GCEC) 
annual conference in Dallas, Texas, in October 
2023. 

// PICTURED
Pappajohn Center team 

members accept award at 
university awards ceremony 

alongside Toyia Younger, SVP 
student affairs, (far left) and 

President Wendy Wintersteen 
(far right)
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IVY ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
FELLOWS
A unique partnership with the Ivy College of 
Business brings accomplished entrepreneurship 
professors to the center for enhanced 
collaboration and shared experiences. Introducing 
the 2023 fellows: Mike Lerman (summer 2023) and 
Michael Howard (2023-2024 academic year). 

Mike Lerman
Assistant Professor, 
Ivy Department of Management 
and Entrepreneurship

Michael Howard
Hilsinger-Janson Professor, 
Ivy Department of Management 
and Entrepreneurship

MIND-TO-MARKET CASE 
CHALLENGE
The Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Ivy College of Business joined together in 2019 to 
create and host an annual “live” case competition 
that features one of Iowa State’s technology 
companies. The event draws MBA student teams 
from across the country who examine the inner 
workings of a tech startup by interacting with the 
founders and proposing novel solutions to aid in 
the startup’s growth. 

Clayton Farms (CYstarters 2016, Startup Factory 
2017) was selected as the 2023 live case. The 
company, which grows lettuce and microgreens 
for local consumers, invited the MBA teams to 
witness the grand opening of their first drive-
through salad business, which occurred on the 
first day of the competition. 

A total of $10,500 was awarded to winning teams, 
with the University of Washington Foster School 
of Business winning first place for their proposed 
market solutions.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS IN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

With such broad-reaching and accessible academic 
programs in entrepreneurship, any student in 
any major can take courses in entrepreneurship 
or consider completing a degree program as a 
primary area of focus or as a complement to their 
technical degree. 

Iowa State University offers a comprehensive set 
of entrepreneurship degrees, including: 

• Undergraduate minor in entrepreneurship 

• Undergraduate major in entrepreneurship 

• Graduate certificate in entrepreneurship (fully 
online) 

• Master of entrepreneurship (experiential focus) 

• PhD in entrepreneurship 

To learn more about Iowa 
State’s academic programs in 
entrepreneurship, scan the QR code 
with your smartphone!

Our congratulations to two 
recent PhD graduates who were 
highly engaged with the Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship during their tenure at Iowa 
State. 
Carlos Valladares, PhD
Congratulations to Carlos 
Valladares, PhD, who accepted 
a position at University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. 
Valladares’ dissertation was titled, 
“Nonconforming Behaviors in Entrepreneurship: 
Theoretical Foundations, Scale Development, and 
Empirical Testing.”

Aakash Sapru, PhD
Congratulations to Aakash Sapru, 
PhD, who accepted a position at 
Iona University’s Hynes Institute 
of Entrepreneurship. Sapru’s 
dissertation was titled, “Nudging 
Customer-Centricity: A Case for Entrepreneurs’ 
Customer Perspective Taking.” IVY MBA MIND TO MARKET

CASE CHALLENGE
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at Iowa State University
Iowa State University’s cross-campus entrepreneurship programs are now officially linked through the 
university’s Start Something Network. 

Each undergraduate college offers its own resources for students within the network. Students can 
connect with college advisers to learn about courses and degrees in entrepreneurship, access faculty 
who teach entrepreneurship courses, or participate in entrepreneurship initiatives offered by their 
respective college. 

The Iowa State Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship, Student Innovation Center, and Iowa State 
Library collaborate with the college campus partners to offer co-curricular programs and resources for 
students from all disciplines. 

Kevin Kimle
College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences

Rebecca Runyon
College of Liberal Arts 

and Sciences

Andreas Schwab
Ivy College of 

Business

Brandon Mueller
Ivy College of 

Business

Daniel Linhares
College of 

Veterinary Medicine

Patience Lueth
College of Design

Jeff Kushkowski
University Library

Dave Sly
College of 

Engineering

Jim Oliver
Student Innovation Center

Abram Anders
Student Innovation Center 

Linda Niehm
College of 

Human Sciences

Judi Eyles
Pappajohn Center for 

Entrepreneurship

To learn more about the Start Something Network, 
visit innovate.iastate.edu/start-something.
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FINDING A HOME IN THE STUDENT INNOVATION CENTER 
It’s impossible to miss the bright red mural that adorns the walls of the entrepreneurship hub in the 
Student Innovation Center. Iowa State University alumna and past CYstarters participant Lauren Gifford 
(‘19, marketing) created the mural that now inspires future makers, entrepreneurs, and innovators to 
start something at Iowa State. 

This mural is meant to spark the idea of starting! You have no idea how far an idea and the 
ambition to grow it might take you. The colors reflect Iowa State and the support it provides for  

 entrepreneurial students.”
 — Lauren Gifford

It’s also hard to miss the red neon “start something here” sign in the room’s corner window. At the 
Pappajohn Center, we focus on finding new ways to support student businesses, even after they have 
graduated. This sign, purchased specifically for the space, was created by Mariglow Neon, a business 
started by CYstarters alumna, Ashley Gassmann (‘19, event management and marketing). 

The Pappajohn Center provided the opportunity to get started on my business while still in 
school. I started Mariglow Neon in 2020 selling custom LED neon signs. This is the sister   

 company to my first business, Elowen Events. I’m thrilled to have created a sign to help bring
 the concept of ‘starting something’ to life.” 
 — Ashley Gassmann

// PICTURED
Mariglow Neon “start something here” 
neon sign in Student Innovation Center
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An Artful Space for Students to Call 
Their Own
The center point for innovation and 
entrepreneurship at Iowa State University officially 
opened its doors in September 2022. With more 
than 140,000 square feet and four floors bathed in 
natural light, the Student Innovation Center draws 
in students by providing coworking space to 
collaborate on class projects, resources to launch 
a side hustle venture, and seven different maker 
spaces for students to use, from glass-blowing to 
3D printing.

Step foot on the third floor, and you’ll enter a 
corridor dedicated to entrepreneurship. The space, 
anchored on the northwest corner of the building, 
features three rooms available for workshops and 
pitch competitions, CyBIZ Lab student meetings, 
and coworking space for CYstarters alumni. 

The HNI Entrepreneurship Hub and CyBIZ Lab 
team room, and the Ana and Ed McCracken 
Entrepreneurship Hub within the Student 
Innovation Center, raise the visibility of the 
Pappajohn Center on campus. For most of its 
existence since 1996, the team has been located 
at the ISU Research Park. Through a partnership 
with the Ivy College of Business at the Student 
Innovation Center, the Pappajohn Center officially 
has a space to host the multitude of programs 
offered year-round for entrepreneurial-minded 
students.

MEET THE ARTIST

Lauren Liz (Lauren Gifford) lives in 
Berkeley, California, and designs new, 
abstract creations out of her home art 
studio. 

What’s your favorite color to use for 
painting? 
LG: “My favorite color to paint with right 
now is called Compose Blue No. 2 by 
Holbein.”

How many murals 
have you painted to 
date? 
LG: “I’ve painted 
over 50 murals for 
a wide range of 
companies. A few 
of my murals can be 
found in Iowa — on 
the corner of Main 
Street and Kellogg 
Avenue in Ames, 
and scattered across the sidewalks of the 
elementary schools in Marshalltown. My 
favorite project this year was titled “How 
Lucky are We?” This was for a building 
beautification in Williamsburg, Iowa. 

Charles Yang accepting his 
award at the College-by-

College Pitch Off

Zackry Brannen pitching his 
business idea to a panel of 
judges in the Launch Pad
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Food Insecurity Challenge
The Food Insecurity Challenge, hosted by the 
Pappajohn Center, Ivy College of Business, and 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
brought together over 100 students in cross-
disciplinary teams to address global and local 
hunger issues. The challenge kicked off in early 
November 2023 with a “Hunger Banquet,” where 
Walter Suza, George Washington Carver Endowed 
Chair and professor of genetics, agriculture, and 
biotechnology, spoke to the issues of food poverty. 
Students participated in a simulation to represent 
the imbalance of global food access. Participants 
then formed teams to develop solutions. 

Three weeks later, the 20 student teams 
reconvened to present their innovative solutions. 
A total of $10,500 was split among three runner-up 
teams and the three finale winners. 

COMPETITIONS OVERVIEW
The enthusiasm for entrepreneurship and innovation at Iowa State University has grown rapidly in 
recent years, and the overwhelming participation in our competitions confirms it!

// PICTURED
Winners of the 2023 College-
by-College Pitch Off Finale
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College-by-College Pitch Off
In February 2023, the Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship hosted its sixth annual College-
by-College Pitch Off, where 134 students from 
majors across campus came together to pitch 
their innovative business ideas. The competition 
began with seven days of preliminary rounds and 
concluded with a finale where four winners from 
each college competed for a $5,000 grand prize. 
Over $35,000 was awarded to students over the 
entire seven-day competition. The competition 
is judged by university professionals and local 
entrepreneurs.

Innovation Prize
The Pappajohn Center, in collaboration with the 
Start Something College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences program, hosted the seventh annual 
Innovation Prize competition in September 2023. 
Ten teams of students, faculty, staff, and the 
local entrepreneurial community were invited 
to participate in a 24-hour incentive competition 
that challenged participants to develop innovative 
solutions to problems in agricultural technology, 
education technology, or global impact. The team 
with the most innovative solution within each of 
the three categories received a $2,500 cash prize. 

Fall Startup Pitch Competition
This year marked the 11th annual Fall Startup Pitch 
Competition, which consisted of three days of 
pitches plus a finale. This competition has grown 
substantially since its debut in 2013, with 105 
students registering to pitch their new or existing 
business ideas this fall. 

After each day of pitches, six finalists were 
selected to participate in the finale. Over the 
course of the competition, $16,400 was awarded in 
cash prizes to 32 students – an increase of $7,400 
over the 2022 competition. 

To learn more about the 
Pappajohn Center’s 2023 
competitions, scan the QR code!

Bovi-Jet Takes 
Home Second Place in Collegiate 
Entrepreneurs Organization Global Pitch 
Competition
In November 2023, the Iowa State Entrepreneur 
Club sent 13 members to Tampa, Florida, for the 
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) 
conference. The conference hosts a global pitch 
competition, where university students present their 
business ideas. Among hundreds of submissions, 
six Iowa State students reached the top 100, with 
two making it to the top 25. Dakota Belling, a senior 
in civil engineering and co-founder of Bovi-Jet, 
secured second place overall and a $6,000 prize in 
the competition. Belling, along with his co-founder 
Eugene Meyer, have taken Bovi-Jet through the 
CYstarters program and the ISU Startup Factory.
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Providing students with the resources 
and support they need to succeed
CYstarters is an 11-week summer accelerator program for students and recent alumni that provides 
participants with the space, funding, education, mentorship, accountability, and community they 
need to develop their startups. Created and run by the Iowa State University Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship with support from ISU Economic Development and Industry Relations, and the six 
Iowa State undergraduate colleges, the program is comprehensive and provides cohort members with 
the resources and support they need to succeed as entrepreneurs. 

Student participants, as well as their businesses, were highly diverse. Students included 
freshmen to recent graduates from all six undergraduate colleges at Iowa State. The 
businesses ranged from idea stage to scaling and came from a variety of industries. 
Read more about the businesses in cohort 8 by scanning the QR code!

// PICTURED
Lindsey Murray purchasing a card from CYstarters 

alumna, Sydney Friest (‘23, graphic design)
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6
colleges represented 
in the CYstarters program

$973,000
in non-dilutive funding has 
been provided in 
seed funding to 
107 ventures

75%
of ventures are still in business, have 
launched a new business, or are working 
in another startup

141
students have 
participated in CYstarters

of past participants highly recommend 
CYstarters to their peers

100%

107
ventures
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CYSTARTERS ALUMNI AWARDS 
On August 1, 2023, during Demo Day, CYstarters cohort 8 pitched their business ideas to a crowd of 
150+ supporters. Three $2,500 awards were presented by the Pappajohn Center to CYstarters alumni 
who continue to pursue their ventures and remain engaged in Iowa State University’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. 

COLLIN GAUCK AND 
JACOB KAUTMAN
Campus Town Trading 
co-founders
Cohort 7 
(’23 finance and ’24 history)
Providing stock market education, 
resources, and community for young 
investors. 
campustowntrading.com 

NICHOLAS HANSTAD 
AND JOE THATCHER
TH Media 
co-founders
Cohort 5 
(’19 marketing and ’20 
advertising)
A marketing company that tells the 
stories of local businesses through 
high-quality content marketing.
thmediacreates.com 

DILLON JENSEN

JAS Monitoring 
co-founder
Cohort 4 
(’21 computer science)
Developing state-of-the-art remote 
monitoring software solutions. 
jasmonitoring.com 

CYstarters Giving Back
The CYstarters alumni network 
is a valuable resource for current 
participants and their contributions to 
the program are essential to its success. 
Alumni mentors play a vital role in the 
CYstarters program, providing guidance 
and support to current participants 
through the peer mentorship program. 
They help participants with everything 
from developing their business ideas to 
writing pitches. For current participants, 
working with past CYstarters ensures 
that feedback is received from a variety 
of experienced entrepreneurs.

Alumni share their expertise by leading 
education sessions on topics from 
marketing and finance to customer discovery. At the end of the program, alumni serve as mystery 
judges for the Demo Day pitch event and have even given back financially by contributing to 
Demo Day awards. 

CYstarters alumni volunteer their time to help with program events, promoting the CYstarters program 
to their networks, and hiring CYstarters graduates. The CYstarters alumni network is strong and 
growing, and their commitment to giving back to the program is inspiring.

// PICTURED
CYstarters alumnus Ray Schmidt presenting to current 

CYstarters on branding
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A TRIBUTE TO TED BAIR
For the fourth year, we have had the pleasure of 
naming both a CYstarters student and program 
supporter as Ted Bair CYstarters Award winners 
– aptly named to remember our dear friend and 
colleague, Ted, who passed away suddenly on 
February 20, 2020.

Howard (Ted) Bair was raised in Mason City, Iowa, 
and attended the University of Iowa, where he 
was a letter winner on the Hawkeye golf team. 
He started his career selling life insurance. In 
1973, he bought his father’s beer distributorship, 
Blue Ribbon Inc., and grew the company ten-
fold. He sold the company and became a certified 
substance abuse counselor. Ted assumed the 
role of director of the NIACC Small Business 
Development Center before becoming director 
of the Iowa State University Small Business 
Development Center, a position he held until 
his passing. 

Ted was a primary mentor when CYstarters 
launched in 2016. He cherished the opportunity 
to mentor young entrepreneurs, and everyone he 
mentored loved and appreciated him. 

The Ted Bair 
CYstarters 
awards 
recognize a 
student or 
friend of the 
program who 
embodies the 
characteristics 
of Ted. 

Ted was: 
passionate, 
respectful, 
professional, had a great work ethic, was a 
cheerleader, a giver, and Ted always “showed up” 
(usually in a suit and tie).

Ted Bair CYstarters Venture award winners: 
Dillon Burns (‘20), Carissa Moyna (‘21), D’essence 
Morris (‘22), and Andrew Nguyen (‘23)

Ted Bair CYstarters Supporter award winners: 
Kevin Kimle (‘20), Dave Biedenbach (‘21), David 
Spalding (‘22), and Keith Kreuer (‘23)

A big thank you to Ted for his contributions, 
collaborations, and friendship. 

// PICTURED
Andrew Nguyen recieving the 
Ted Bair CYstarters Award at the 
2023 Demo Day
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 CYSTARTERS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
Meet Cam and Cole Reiman, the duo behind 

Spock’s Sanctuary, a hub for exotic pet 
education, care, and services.

After adopting a veiled chameleon named 
Spock in 2020, they noticed a lack of 

information on exotic pet care. To tackle 
this problem, Cam and Cole launched 
Spock’s Sanctuary in January 2021 to 

not only provide animal boarding, 
but also to educate pet owners on 

proper exotic pet care. Cam and Cole 
also facilitate the adoption of exotic 

animals. Most notably, they recently 
launched NutriCubes, a line of 

specialty food for lizards.

Cam and Cole participated in 
CYstarters cohort 7 (2022), 

the Okoboji Entrepreneurial 
Institute, the College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences 
Student Incubator program, 

and have participated in 
the College-by-College 

Pitch Off and Fall Startup 
Pitch Competitions 

with both Spock’s 
Sanctuary and 

NutriCubes. The duo 
has taken home a total 

of $7,250 in winnings from 
pitch competitions put on 

by the Pappajohn Center. On 
October 14, 2023, the pair officially 

opened the doors of Spock’s 
Sanctuary facility and storefront, taking them one step closer to their goal of scaling their business and 

taking it full-time. 

Head to www.spockssanctuary.org by scanning the QR code below or visit the storefront at 2102 Milton 
Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa, to learn more about Spock’s Sanctuary, NutriCubes, Cam, Cole, and Spock, the 

veiled chameleon who started it all! 
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GET INVOLVED WITH CYSTARTERS

Jim Ryan
(‘74 business)

I find the Pappajohn Center’s work with 
student and future business owners, ‘Best 
In Show.’ The opportunity for industry 
experts to contribute provides a value-
added contribution; simply fine-tuning the 
learning process. My experience working with 
CYstarters has been rewarding and I always 
look forward to carrying my advisory role past 
the final CYstarters presentation, extending the 
path to success.”

Interested in playing a critically important role to help lead and mentor the 
passionate and innovative minds at Iowa State University? Get involved through 
the CYstarters Mentor Network: isupjcenter.org/cystarters-mentor-network.

// PICTURED
CYstarters alumni at the 2023 Demo Day

CYSTARTERS ALUMNI
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YOUR DONATION HELPS 
SUPPORT STUDENT 

ENTREPRENEURS
Your donation to the Iowa State University Pappajohn Center 

for Entrepreneurship will impact students across disciplines at 
Iowa State and allow us to offer our programs and services to 
a growing number of entrepreneurial-minded students on our 

campus. Your generosity will allow us to engage more students in 
entrepreneurship, provide unique experiential learning opportunities 

focused on entrepreneurship and innovation, and
 support student startups. 

Please take a few minutes now and make an investment in the Iowa 
State University Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship. 

You may make a gift online by visiting 
www.foundation.iastate.edu/pappajohn2023 or scanning the QR 

code on opposite page with your smart phone. Online, you can 
designate what programs you’d like your gift to support.
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At CyBIZ Lab, student consultants gain real-world, resume-building experience by working with 
companies to provide a variety of impactful business solutions. These services are available to existing 
businesses and corporations, new businesses, startups, university departments, and non-profit 
organizations. 

We remain committed to the mission of providing exceptional business consulting services and 
developing business leaders of the future.

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF CYBIZ LAB
For more than a decade, CyBIZ Lab has provided data-driven and market-tested solutions to many 
partners. This year, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the program. We look back on a decade of 
programming with gratitude and forward to the future with excitement for what is to come. Now a 
flagship program of the Iowa State University Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship, supported by 
the Ivy College of Business, CyBIZ Lab has received numerous awards and recognitions to validate 
the program’s presence at Iowa State. Since its inception, the program has produced many successful 
project outcomes and endless student opportunities. 

300+
projects

200+
partners

200+
student consultants

// PICTURED
CyBIZ Lab team members at CyBIZ Lab’s 
10th anniversary party and reunion
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CYBIZ LAB FOUNDING 
SPONSORS
When CyBIZ Lab launched in fall 2013, four 
companies stepped up as founding sponsors of 
the program. Thank you to Principal Financial, 
C.H. Robinson, Vermeer, and Kingland. Workiva 
(then WebFilings) was a founding technology 
sponsor and still supports CyBIZ Lab with its 
custom software solution for managing student 
hours on projects. 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVISORY BOARD
We would like to express our deep gratitude 
to all previous members of our advisory 
board for their unwavering commitment and 
invaluable contributions to CyBIZ Lab from its 
inception in 2013. 

Thanks to the program’s inaugural leaders 
from the Ivy College of Business, which 
included Michael Crum, Qing Hu, and most 
recent chair of the board, Dean David Spalding. 

The CyBIZ Lab Advisory Board has been 
comprised of many incredible individuals, 
including Brad Shrader, Ivy College of 
Business; Greg Churchill, formerly of Rockwell 
Collins; Ron Hallenbeck, formerly of Ames 
Economic Development Commission; Anne 
Oleson, formerly of Converge Consulting; 
Tony Brownlee of Kinglan; Kevin Maher, 
Maher Technologies and VetMeasure; and 
Mark Walker, formerly of C.H. Robinson. These 
remarkable leaders played a pivotal role in 
shaping CyBIZ Lab into what it is today. Their 
expertise, guidance, and dedication have been 
a driving force behind the program’s growth 
and success. 

From the beginning, the board’s collective 
wisdom helped us navigate the intricate 
landscape of the university and local 
industries, connecting us to many of our past 
and current project partners. Their insights 
have left a lasting mark on the program’s 
direction. Despite the board’s disbandment 
in 2020, we say thank you, for instilling the 
spirit of collaboration, mentorship, and 
partnership that continues to thrive within our 
organization. 

10
YEARS
2013-2023
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PROJECT TYPES OVER TIME

TOTAL UNIQUE STUDENTS 
OVER TIME

NUMBER OF PROJECTS BY TYPE OVER TIME

CYBIZ LAB BY 
THE NUMBERS
10 YEARS OF CYBIZ LAB: 2013-2023

// PICTURED
Dean David Spalding addresses attendees at 
CyBIZ Lab’s 10th Anniversary Party and Reunion
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CYBIZ LAB CASE STUDY CRINC
Located in the heart of Iowa, 
CRINC, a full-service recycling 
redemption center, has been 
serving beverage distributors 
for over 30 years. Established 
in 1979, CRINC began by 
representing 20 distributors in 
the metro area. Today, it has 
evolved into a multifaceted 
operation. CRINC collects, 
processes, and recycles a variety 
of commodities while providing 
other services from accounting 
to product destruction. 

In 2015, Doug Webb (president 
of CRINC) made the decision 
to partner with CyBIZ Lab. 
The initial collaboration has 
led to three projects — with a 
fourth in the works — that have 
not only given CRINC a step 
up in the industry, but have 
also developed an ongoing 
relationship with CyBIZ Lab 
student consultants. 

The first project involved the 
formation of Midwest Product 
Destruction and Recycling 
(MWPDR), a subsidiary of 
CRINC. MWPDR was an entirely 
new concept for CRINC. The 
CyBIZ Lab student consulting 
team stepped in to conduct 

a financial, marketing, and 
logistics analysis that kicked off 
the overall success of MWPDR. 

Research conducted by the 
student consultants, and the 
findings they presented at the 
project’s conclusion, became 
tangible tools that CRINC used 
to develop the new product 
destruction service. This research 
played a significant role in 
shaping the financial framework 
for MWPDR. 

Webb tested the research 
by implementing several 
key performance indicators 
(KPIs) that allowed CRINC to 
measure the effectiveness of 
the financial and marketing 
concepts compiled by CyBIZ 
Lab. The result? Eighty percent 
of MWPDR’s revenue was 
generated based on the financial 
framework provided by CyBIZ 
Lab student consultants. 

During a different project 
conducted in 2020, an extensive 
analysis run by the students led 
to a 35% reduction in cost by 
evaluating and recommending 
practices for a more efficient 
logistics system. Today, the 
majority of MWPDR’s current 
customer base consists of 
connections made by CyBIZ Lab 
student consultants. 

Webb spoke of his CyBIZ 
Lab experience with genuine 
enthusiasm. “Working with 
CyBIZ Lab has been an excellent 
opportunity to collaborate with 
students, while also having 
access to Iowa State faculty 
expertise.” He values the 
diversity of the teams, as well as 
the energy and perspectives of 
the students. 

The student consultants’ 
separation from the daily 
operations of CRINC allowed 
them to approach problems 
with fresh eyes. “We had no 
ideas heading into our first 
project. The students had 
many! Working with CyBIZ Lab 
continues to be an incredibly 
refreshing, rewarding, and 
professional experience.” 

The team at CRINC had a desire 
to engage with Iowa State 
students and the university’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. They 
were thrilled with the results and 
have become a repeat client that 
sees the value of tapping into 
university resources. Thanks to 
partnerships like the one with 
CRINC, CyBIZ Lab will continue 
to provide students with high-
quality, real-world consulting 
experience.

80%
of revenue generated based on 
financial framework provided by 
CyBIZ Lab

35%
reduction in cost by 
implementing student-
recommended logistics system
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LAUNCHISU I-Corps

basic customer discovery incubator mentorship

Iowa 
Go-to-Market

accelerator

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY STARTUP CONTINUUM

ISU 
Startup Factory

ISU Venture 
Mentoring Service

ISU STARTUP FACTORY
The ISU Startup Factory (SUF) was launched in 
2016 and officially joined the Iowa State University 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship in August 
2020. The ISU Startup Factory is run by director 
Peter Hong and program manager Hannah 
Kirkendall. Designed to teach and apply the 
concepts of business formation and evaluate the 
viability of business ideas, the Startup Factory is 
a true incubator, where the “fail fast” concept is 
fully embraced by the teaching team. 

ISU Startup Factory focuses on helping faculty and 
students commercialize their university-funded 
technical research and fulfilling the land grant 
university mission to help entrepreneurs outside 
of the university realize their startup dreams. 
The diversity of the cohorts creates a vibrant 
opportunity for sharing academic learning and 
life experiences among the participants and the 
teaching team. 

The program runs twice each year in alignment 
with the academic semester with many 
participants coming from the university’s I-Corps 
program. Over 18 weeks, SUF participants validate 
their business hypotheses, connect with potential 
customers, develop their business model, create a 
pitch, and craft a commercialization plan. 

125
companies 
supported

$65,060,531
funds raised in grants and investments

3
successful exits

Donna Ramaeker-Zahn
ISU Startup Factory

John LaMarche
ISU Startup Factory

Andrew Kirpalani
ISU Startup Factory

Entrepreneurs-in-Residence

Jon Kallen
Iowa G2M
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LAUNCHISU I-Corps

basic customer discovery incubator mentorship

Iowa 
Go-to-Market

accelerator

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY STARTUP CONTINUUM

ISU 
Startup Factory

ISU Venture 
Mentoring Service

IOWA GO-TO-MARKET 
ACCELERATOR
Launched in 2021, the Iowa Go-To-Market (G2M) 
Accelerator is a partnership among Iowa State, 
BioConnect Iowa, and VentureNet Iowa. The Iowa 
State team implements the accelerator program 
targeted at helping companies in the state’s 
“targeted industries” launch their products or 
services. The program is for companies that have 
already participated in a business formation 
program but need additional assistance going 
to market. The 
program is 
offered three 
times per year 
and leverages 
a network of 
engaged service 
providers who offer guidance 
and services at a reduced 
rate. The program also 
provides regular mentorship 
and coaching for the 
founders.

13
companies 
supported

$16,928,000
funds raised in grants and investments

ISU VENTURE 
MENTORING SERVICE
Launched in January 2022, the ISU Venture 
Mentoring Service (VMS) is a collaboration 
among all five Pappajohn Centers in Iowa and 
connects founders of scalable startups to a team 
of mentors. Based on the successful methodology 
used by MIT, ISU VMS leverages the power of 
networks and a small advisory board to help 
guide early-stage founders as they launch their 
businesses. 

Most founders 
are graduates of 
the ISU Startup 
Factory, but 
the program 
is open to 
anyone with an 
Iowa business. 
Mentors 
range from 
former startup 
founders to 
industry experts 
and service 
providers 
interested in 
giving back to the 
community. Many 
are Iowa State 
alumni.

Team mentoring 
provides founders with the opportunity to 
hear multiple perspectives on their business 
challenges. Mentoring is a way to provide a 
diversity of experiences to an early-stage team or 
solo founder. Companies work with three to four 
mentors monthly for a nine-month commitment. 

36
companies supported

57
mentors

12
active ventures

VENTURENET IOWA



26

ALUMNI UPDATE
Meet Brad Dwyer, a 2010 Iowa State University computer science 
dropout, who returned to finish his degree in 2014. His break from 
the university was not for lack of success, but quite the opposite.

Brad has always been an entrepreneur and continued to foster 
that mindset as a college student. He pursued a minor in 
entrepreneurial studies and was involved with the Iowa State 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship’s experiential programs.

In 2008, Brad launched his very first company (from his dorm 
room), called Hatchlings, a Facebook game that allows users to seek 
out virtual eggs of differing varieties hidden in their friends’ Facebook 
profiles. 

In 2009, Brad was accepted into the Okoboji Entrepreneurial Institute, 
a week-long program hosted by the Pappajohn Center that offers 
a deeper dive into entrepreneurship. Under the mentorship of Dave Sly, director of engineering 
entrepreneurship, Brad thrived, connecting with like-minded students, and drawing inspiration from 
successful entrepreneurs.

In 2010, Hatchlings quickly grew from a dorm room hobby into a platform reaching 1 million users in 
its second year. Today, Hatchlings has reached over 10 million players globally. 

Fast forward to 2019, Brad exited Hatchlings and co-founded Roboflow, a platform that helps web 
developers extract useful information from images and video streams. Brad serves as CTO and leads 
product and engineering teams to build features that help democratize computer vision.

Roboflow’s impact is visible, attracting over 50,000 developers, including major players like Walmart. 
In 2020, Roboflow won third place and $15,000 in the Pappajohn Iowa Entrepreneurial Venture 
Competition and has secured a total of $23,600,000 in funding. 

Brad continues to be a great supporter of the Pappajohn Center by mentoring current students and 
inspiring future entrepreneurs as a speaker for the Iowa State Entrepreneur Club. 

A TRIBUTE TO TIM NEUGENT
The world lost a beautiful human when 
Tim Neugent passed away on May 31, 2023. Tim 
found great joy in mentoring entrepreneurs as 
a dedicated ISU Startup Factory teacher and 
mentor. He demonstrated a passion for helping 
others and wholeheartedly celebrating their 
achievements. Tim was a kind soul who saw 
good in every person and in everything. His 
nickname was the “King of Joy,” as he exuded 
unwavering positivity. Tim helped entrepreneurs 
for many years but held the formal role with 
Startup Factory from 2016 to 2023.
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PAPPAJOHN IOWA 
ENTREPRENEURIAL VENTURE 
COMPETITION
The John Pappajohn Iowa Entrepreneurial 
Venture Competition is co-hosted by the five 
Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Centers across 
Iowa. The contest is intended to encourage and 
promote entrepreneurial activity and create 
greater awareness of the resources available to 
entrepreneurs in Iowa. 

This summer marked the 18th anniversary of the 
state-wide competition. A total of 43 submissions 
were received, and 13 finalists were selected to 
present their innovative business ventures. The 
13 finalists selected included three companies that 
have collaborated with the Iowa State University 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship’s Startup 
Factory, Go-To-Market, and Venture Mentoring 
Services.

 

• Founded by Sue Gehling, Classroom Clinic 
provides schools with convenient access to 
children’s mental health services. 

• Founded by Yones Khaledian, SoilSerdem 
delivers a turnkey, soil-mapping service to 
agronomists and growers, which provides 
them with state-of-the-art soil informatics.

• Founded by Andrew Guillemette, Enceinte 
Health has developed a total hardware/
software solution to automate the body 
weight, bowel, and bladder charting process of 
resident data in nursing homes.

On August 25, 2023, the winners were announced 
at a luncheon held at Iowa State. The award 
recipients for the 2023 competition were as 
follows: first place ($40,000) - Dhakai, founded by 
Russel Karim; second place ($25,000) - Classroom 
Clinic; third place ($15,000) - Enciente Health.

// PICTURED
Winners of the 2023 Pappajohn Iowa Entrepreneurial Venture Competition pose 

with their awards. (Left to right) Allen Bierbaum, Sue Gehling, Russel Karim, 
Rebecca Arellano, Andrew Guillemette, Darin Heisterkamp and Dheeraj Nalluri
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There would be no Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship without the man and his wife 
whose centers bear their name. More notably, it 
was John Pappajohn’s pioneering vision to change 
the culture in Iowa to better support and celebrate 
entrepreneurs. He challenged the five institutions 
where the centers were established to ingrain 
entrepreneurship and innovation into its very 
fabric.

Today, entrepreneurship is a relevant theme 
on many campuses, and programs to support 
entrepreneurs have sprouted and taken root all 
across our state. We owe deep and tremendous 
gratitude to John Pappajohn for seeding and 
sowing his vision and to John and Mary for their 
transformational gifts and support for more 
than 25 years. Their impact is nothing short of 
remarkable, and their legacy will forever inspire 
entrepreneurs of all ages.

John Pappajohn attended the University of Iowa, 
graduating with a degree in business in 1952. 
Following graduation, he established an insurance 
agency, Guardsman Life, and ultimately served as 
chairman of the Board of Guardsman Insurance 
Investors, the public insurance holding company 
that owned Guardsman Life. 

In 1969, John organized Equity Dynamics, Inc., a 
financial consulting entity, as well as Pappajohn 
Capital Resources, his Des Moines-based venture 
capital firm. Through Equity Dynamics, John 
was involved in over 100 startups, over 50 IPOs, 
and served as a director in more than 40 public 
companies

John established the five John Pappajohn 
Entrepreneurial Centers in late 1996 with the 
charge to “create more entrepreneurs in Iowa!” 
John especially loved meeting and supporting 
students. Over the next few years, John helped 
the centers develop the Pappajohn Student 
Entrepreneurial Venture Competition, launched 
in 2000, and the Pappajohn Iowa Entrepreneurial 

REMEMBERING AND APPRECIATING JOHN PAPPAJOHN
John George Pappajohn 

July 31, 1928 – April 22, 2023 
Mary Louise Limberis Pappajohn 
October 6, 1933 – March 17, 2022

Venture Competition, launched in 2006. Over $1.6 
million in prizes have been awarded to students 
and community entrepreneurs through these 
competitions.

John and his wife, Mary, were well-known 
philanthropists who received an impressive lineup 
of awards and accolades. John and Mary were 
named honorary alumni by Iowa State University 
in 2005.

In 2009, John and Mary gifted several significant 
sculptures to the City of Des Moines and were 
instrumental in the design and creation of the 
4.4-acre John and Mary Pappajohn Sculpture 
Park, of which John and Mary were so proud. 
The sculpture park now features more than 30 
impressive sculptures and is visited by thousands 
of people annually. The Pappajohn Sculpture Park 
remains one of Des Moines’ most prominent 
attractions. 

In September 2021, the five Pappajohn Centers 
celebrated their 25th anniversary by hosting a 
gala dinner event in Des Moines to honor and 
recognize John and Mary Pappajohn. More than 
400 people attended the event, with many former 
students-turned-entrepreneurs in attendance 
to pay tribute to John and Mary. John proudly 
shared “PMA” pins with everyone at the event. 
John’s life mission was to live every day with 
a positive mental attitude, and that he did. The 
event ended with a toast to John and Mary, with 
a roomful of John’s admirers chanting his famous 
words, “If I can do it, you can do it.” It was a 
beautiful moment and a heartwarming memory. 
For many of us, that was our last face-to-face 
interaction with John.

Mary Pappajohn passed away at their winter home 
in Naples, Florida, in March 2022. John passed 
away in Naples just over a year later, in April 2023.

It is with sincere admiration, awe, and gratitude, 
that we celebrate and remember John Pappajohn. 
We are grateful for his entrepreneurial spirit, 
giving heart, and, of course, his PMA.
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“If I can do it, you can do it.”
- John Pappajohn

// PICTURED
John Pappajohn addresses attendees at 

the 25th Anniversary Gala
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1 MILLION CUPS
In 2012, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 
launched 1 Million Cups (1MC), inspired by the 
idea that entrepreneurs find solutions and build 
community connections over a million cups of 
coffee. Spanning 122 communities nationwide, 
1MC has positively impacted more than 21,874 
entrepreneurs, offering education, inspiration, and 
networking opportunities.

The Iowa State University Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship proudly supports 1MC Ames in 
partnership with the Ames Chamber of Commerce 
and America’s Small Business Development 
Center Iowa (SBDC). 1MC serves as an inclusive 
space for entrepreneurs to tackle challenges, 
identify prospects, and encourage collaboration. 
Held at the Ames Chamber of Commerce every 
Wednesday morning, and open to the public, 
the Pappajohn Center team volunteers at 1MC to 
foster a welcoming environment while supporting 
local entrepreneurs in sharing their ventures. 

// PICTURED
Maddy Ladehoff presenting 
her business, Dancing with 

Miss Maddy, at 1 Million Cups

SMART START WORKSHOP
The Iowa State University Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship, in collaboration with America’s 
SBDC Iowa and the Ames Chamber of Commerce, 
hosts a comprehensive “Smart Start” workshop, 
which focuses on the essentials of starting 
a business. During the bi-annual workshop, 
attendees learn from local professionals about 
topics such as insurance, intellectual property, 
and business entities, while hearing personal 
experiences from locals who have started 
their own business. Smart Start provides an 
opportunity to dig deeper into topics such as 
paying taxes, applying for a business loan, 
managing finances, applying for a patent, and 
more. Over the last three years, more than 150 
community members have participated in this 
collaborative workshop.
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IOWA VETERANS 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
CONFERENCE
For two years, the Iowa State University 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship, 
Home Base Iowa, and America’s 
Small Business Development Center 
Iowa have hosted the Iowa Veterans 
Entrepreneurship Conference and 
pitch competition. The event offers 
workshops, networking, and resources 
for Veterans, active military, and their 
families interested in entrepreneurship 
and small business. The conference 
addresses unique challenges in starting 
a business and features speakers 
on topics like business planning and 
marketing.

The 2023 conference featured a pitch 
competition for participants to present their business with a chance to win up to $2,500. The winners 
included: Derreck Stratton of HUDU ($2,500), Aniekanabasi (Basi) White of Sensiil Studios ($1,500), and 
Gerald Young of Young G’s Barbeque Sauce, LLC ($1,000). The 11/11 Veteran Project hosted a second 
pitch competition where the winners would have their business logos featured on Colin Garrett’s race 
car. The winners were Basi and Young. They were invited to Indianapolis to see Garrett race at the SRO 
TC America TCX championship race. 

SAVE THE DATE: The 2024 conference will be held May 3-4.

START SOMETHING SERIES
The Start Something Series is an annual virtual 
workshop hosted by the Pappajohn Center 
for Entrepreneurship that offers aspiring 
entrepreneurs insight into owning and operating a 
business or side hustle. Over the last three years, 
the series, which airs Wednesdays through March 
and April, has reached over 1,500 viewers. In the 
2023 series, which focused on passive income, 
275 viewers tuned in to sessions on topics ranging 
from video marketing to the nuances of drop-
shipping and affiliate links. Each session is led by 
a local business owner, and this year’s speakers 
included: Brandon Adams, serial entrepreneur; 
Bri Summers of Brighten Made; Scott Herren of 
PoolTogether; and Brady Trent of Top Level Suites 
and Vinyl Chromatic. 

Whether you’re interested in marketing 
fundamentals from 2020, or crypto and NFTs 
from 2023, all previous Start Something Series 
installments are available to watch any time on the 
Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship YouTube 
channel!

// PICTURED
11/11 Veteran Project partners, 
Ryan Garrett and Lisa Kipps-Brown, 
presenting at the 2023 conference
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP – 
IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY!
We love it when students have such a great experience with our programs that they recommend 
younger siblings apply and participate. Better yet, the older siblings have so much confidence in their 
younger siblings to fill their shoes that the recommendations result in great new hires (awesome 
parenting there, moms and dads!). 

Matt Gunkelman (CyBIZ Lab, 2014-2016)
Joe Gunkelman (CyBIZ Lab, 2016-2018)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Matt Credit Officer at CoBank (Omaha, Nebraska) 
and Joe Software Engineer at Andersen 
Corporation (St. Paul, Minnesota)

THE GUNKELMAN BROTHERS

Joshua Graves (CYstarters, 2023) 
Josiah Graves (CYstarters, 2023)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Joshua Student and founder of Ensemble Social 
Music (Ames, Iowa) and Josiah Student and 
founder of 563visuals (Ames, Iowa)

THE GRAVES BROTHERS

Michael Donlin (Entrepreneur Club, 2013) 
Nicholas Donlin (Entrepreneur Club, 2015)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Michael President at Archway Properties (Des 
Moines, Iowa) and Nicholas Founder of Zenith 
Design + Build (Des Moines, Iowa)

THE DONLIN BROTHERS

Brynn Sweere (CYstarters, 2021)
Megan (Sweere) Graettinger (CYstarters, 2016 and 
CyBIZ Lab, 2016)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Brynn Development Director at American Heart 
Association (Des Moines, Iowa) and Megan 
Assistant Director of the Iowa State University 
Pappajohn Center (Ames, Iowa)

THE SWEERE SISTERS



A.J. Tjaden (Entrepreneurship Learning 
Community, 2013)
Matt Tjaden (CyBIZ Lab, 2017-2019)
Clare Tjaden (CyBIZ Lab, 2023)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
A.J. Head of Customer Success at Sharetru 
(Dallas, Texas), Matt Consulting Associate at 
Accordion (Chicago, Illinois) and Clare CyBIZ Lab 
Student Consultant (Ames, Iowa)

THE TJADEN FAMILY

33 

Michael Hanstad (CYstarters, 2018)
Nicholas Hanstad (CYstarters, 2020 and CyBIZ Lab, 
2019-2020

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Michael Co-Founder of Deadeye Premium BBQ 
Products and Founder of Charlotte’s Kitchen 
(Johnston, Iowa) and Nicholas Co-founder of TH 
Media (Des Moines, Iowa)

THE HANSTAD BROTHERS
Mike Pruszinske (CyBIZ Lab, 2014-2016)
Nate Pruszinske (CyBIZ Lab, 2017-2018)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Mike Services Solution Specialist at Microsoft 
(Seattle, Washington) and Head of Customer 
Success at bubl (San Francisco, California) and 
Nate Controls Account Manager/Sales Engineer at 
Trane (Honolulu, Hawaii) 

THE PRUSZINSKE BROTHERS

Cole Jensen (Pappajohn Center Pitch Competition, 
2021)
Dillon Jensen (CYstarters, 2019)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Cole Co-founder of JAS Monitoring and 
Digital Manufacturing Engineer at Rolls-Royce 
(Indianapolis, Indiana) and Dillon Co-founder of 
JAS Monitoring (Minneapolis, Minnesota)

THE JENSEN BROTHERS
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In an incredible debut, the first Jingle & Mingle 
Holiday Market, hosted under the captivating big 
top on central campus, created an atmosphere 
full of holiday cheer as the event unfolded on 
December 1, 2023.

As visitors strolled 
through campus, 
the vibrant 
red banner of 
the Pappajohn 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
drew over 1,400 attendees. 
Jingle & Mingle totes were 
given away to the first 100 attendees in just seven 
minutes!

The Jingle & Mingle Holiday Market hosted 26 
student and alumni vendors who showcased a 
wide variety of holiday gift items. From freeze-
dried candy and freshly baked potica bread to 
vintage clothing and 3D-printed games, there was 
something for everyone. 

The event provided a platform for Iowa State 
University students to promote their businesses, 
network with the community, and sell their 
products. Many of the vendors had previously 
participated in Pappajohn Center programs 
such as CYstarters and campus-wide pitch 
competitions, while 

// PICTURED
Piper Michalski making 

a sale at the Jingle & 
Mingle Holiday Market

others joined from Innovate 1858, the university’s 
student-run retail store. Many of the vendors 
reported doubling or tripling their sales compared 
to other markets. 

The Jingle & Mingle Holiday Market was a 
campus-wide success, creating a festive evening 
for both vendors and attendees alike. New 
funding to support student entrepreneurs at the 
three regent schools was provided by the state 
legislature and helped support this market event.  
Thank you to our legislators for advocating for 
student entrepreneurs at the John Pappajohn 
Entrepreneurial Centers!

JINGLE & MINGLE MARKET

// PICTURED
Pappajohn Center Jingle & Mingle 
Holiday Market planning team
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THANK YOU!
Our sincere thanks to those who have supported 
the Pappajohn Center for Entrepreneurship with 
their financial gifts, time, partnerships, and 
resources. As entrepreneurship continues to grow 
and evolve at Iowa State University, the need for 
additional resources has never been greater. 

Financial needs include support for programming, 
internships, scholarships, and resources for 
startups.

In addition to financial support, your time and 
expertise is often the most valuable resource we 
can offer to our startup companies. If you have 
a desire to help in any way, 
please visit the link below, 
scan the QR code, or contact 
us at info@isupjcenter.org, 
515-296-6754. We appreciate 
your enthusiasm, time, 
expertise, and support.

isupjcenter.org/get-involved

Ashley Sawyer
Program Assistant
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2021

Sam Dilocker
Marketing Specialist
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2021

Blake McClure
Program Manager, CyBIZ Lab
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2023

Hannah Kirkendall
Program Manager, Startup Factory
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2021

Alex Andrade
Program Director, CyBIZ Lab
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2013

Peter Hong
Program Director, Startup Factory
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2021

Jean Walsh
Program Specialist
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2021

Lindsey Murray
Communications and 
Outreach Specialist
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2023

Judi Eyles
Director
Serving entrepreneurs since: 1996

Megan Graettinger
Assistant Director, 
Experiential Programs
Serving entrepreneurs since: 2019

PAPPAJOHN CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP TEAM
Introducing the dynamic and hardworking team that keeps the Iowa State University Pappajohn Center 
for Entrepreneurship running smoothly every day. This award-winning crew is dedicated to serving and 
connecting prospective and existing entrepreneurs.

In December 2022, we celebrated Tom Swartwood’s long and storied 
career of supporting and coaching entrepreneurs as part of not just 
one, but two of the five Pappajohn Centers for Entrepreneurship. After 
working at Drake for eight years, Tom migrated north to Ames in 2018, where 
he taught entrepreneurship courses and participated in the Pappajohn Center’s 
many experiential programs. Although Tom has officially retired, he will never tire of 
helping entrepreneurs connect. Happy retirement, Tom!



FIND US ONLINE
Facebook:  
ISU Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship

Instagram:  
@ISU_JPEC 

LinkedIn:  
ISU Pappajohn Center for 
Entrepreneurship

CONTACT 
1805 Collaboration Place
Suite 1300
Ames, Iowa 50010

Phone: 
515-296-6532

E-mail: 
info@isupjcenter.org

IMPACT REPORT
Director: Judi Eyles

Editors: Lindsey Murray, Judi 
Eyles, Samantha Dilocker, Emily 
Bowman

Photos: Samantha Dilocker, Chris 
Gannon, Lillian Hatting, Isaac 
Hackman, Eric Smidt

Design: Samantha Dilocker


